Recovery after prolonged anuria following septic abortion.
After a criminal abortion, a 21-year-old woman developed clostridial sepsis, massive hemolysis, shock, and protracted renal failure. Anuria was present for 3 weeks and hemodialysis was required for 35 days. Because of the prolonged anuria, the patient was thought to have irreversible renal cortical necrosis. A renal biopsy demonstrated tubular necrosis only. Shortly after the biopsy procedure, urinary volumes began to increase, and renal function gradually returned to normal levels. This case demonstrates that a protracted course of renal failure following clostridial infection is not necessarily due to cortical necrosis but may result from tubular necrosis, and renal function may return to normal.